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Christmas Customs,

' Beliefs and Folklore

e et
Heotthalt folk-lors has {t Uit Chylst
was born ut the hour of midnight on
Ghvlstiong Bve, and that the mifacle
of turning Waler Into wiie Was peis
formed by 1Mo st the same hour,
There 15w beller #till current In =ome
paprts of Ltermany Lhat Letween cleven
and twelve the nlght befors Christ.
map  water turnd too wine, n other
parts It s on Christmiy ntght that this
change Is thought o take place.
Tils  hour Is ualdo ausplelous for
¥ actlons, and In some sections of
ruinny It was thought thay It one
would g0 to the crods-roads betweaen
eleven and twelve on Cnristias Day,
wnd Tigten, he' would hear whnt mos;
concarned him ln the coming year. . Ans
other Dellef wus thgt If one wolked
into the winter corn on Holy Christ:
mis Hve, he would lear all that would

o

happen In the vk thnt sear,
Christmas Byve oY Ohristmas: was
thaught fo be the thnp wWhen tha

oracles of the follk were b bedt word:
ing order, cepocially many of the pros
vesses iy which maldend wers wont to
digcover the color of Lhieir iovers hatr,

the beauty of lils face and form, hia
trade wnd occupation, whethay they
should arty and how happy  thele

married 1o wos lilig o prove and how
Prusperuis.

Among Lthe superstitions econnecisd
witis Christmasilde that have been
gatherad Into a &hear by Urimm® are
itha following:

I o shirt be
Ly womadden on
be proel agalnit lead o

If vou ars horn at on
Uh}-l;L_m;j-.' morning, Yol can gec spirits

If vau burn elder on Christimns Eve,
you will Have ravenled to vou all the
witchen and sorcerers of the nelghhor.

STOIN, wWoven, nnd Fewed

¥, bWl

hgod.

1f you &steal Hay iha night befsro
Christmur, 4ang give the cattle zome,
they thrive, apd $ou are not cuught

In apny futbre thefts.
If you steal an¥thing st Chelstmas

witheut being caugh!l, You can fteal
sofely for A year.

If you. eat o raw egg, faeting. on
Christmus  torning, ¥ou 'van: carry
henvyy weigiits

g erimbs gaved up on threa Christ-
mas Eves ore good Lo give #a phyasle

to one who I didappoln B

It is unjueky 1o carry dnyihing forth
from the house ouy Chrizstmas morning
until semething hos boen brought 1n.

It Ya unlucky to mive & neizhbor &
live coal to kindle W f0re with on
Chorlstmas morning,

O Chrlstmas Eve thrash (ho garden
with a fall, with only »our =hirt on,
and - tha pgriss will ‘grow well next
Yoar

Tle wet etrawl the or-
chard tr ang it
Wil 1

I 1he’s
mag
during
varsity,

Theee, and many othier practices,
eeremonles, ballefa and superatititons,

which masy be read In othors bezide
Grimin, who have written of Christmias,
rhow the lmportance attached in the
folk mind to the of the birth uf
Christ, and how around 9t as # cehitre
have fixed themsaly hundreds of the

ritee and  soleémn of podsing
herthendon, with it recoguition of
the kinship of all n e, out of which
Brew astrology, maosic and  other
pacudo-sclences.

Belinde of Christmans Ghaosts.
The boasts can talk fn barn and byre
On Christmas Eve, old legends know:
As yvear by veat the years ratlre
We old full silent then, 1 trow.
Buch slghts hath memory to show,
Such yolees from the sllence thrill
Such shapes return with Christmas
ENOowW—
The ghosts we all can rafse at will

Oh, children of the village cheir,
Your rols un the midnight throw;
O, bright across the mist aud mire
Ye ruddy heartliz of Christmas glow!
Beat buck the dread, beat down the woe,
Let's cheerily descend the hill;
Ee weltoma ull, to conle or go.
The ghests we all can ralse at will

ENVOY.
Frlend, sursum corda, sovon or slow,

We part, like guests who've Jjoyen

thelfr 1l i .
Forget them uot, nor mourn them so,

The ghosts wo all can rafse at will,

—Andrew Lang.
It I Were Only TikCh.

“If only T werns vieh, sweetheart,'
B2¥s the voung man in the shabby fall
overcont before the blinding display
in the Sixth Avenue jeweler's window,
whenee flashes forth eplendor sucl as
nevar ‘shone. i Goleconda’s mine, “P'd
buy you everything you want in (his
plagel What I have zot for you st
much. T hope you'll like it."

We all say it

Precarious Rive-Hundred-Dollars-a-
Tear suys it plteolsly boefore humble
disploys of bopts and ghoeg masquerad-
ing as objects of festive beauty against
bagkzrounds of crimson erepe papet,
before invalids' ‘chalre, before service
able woolens, before  sets of dining:
room (urolture. LT

Poor Iive-Phousand-Dollpre-a-Yea:
sigha 1t out before Uie ! {nexpoensive
rupdbout at the automphile sliow, he-
fora the Bolhara vug wirdeh the gentin-
man with the Armenlan nama and the
alnost irreufatible mannep spreads out
in gl ls resy, sllken beauly; betore
tho leather-bound “Jane Austen,” mede
in the good old days when dlsintegrat-
ing: paper, pale, hluried print Impres-
rlona wind covers that could Mot bepd

witheut an emipous  eracking were
arimes : ;
Incdequite Wifly-"Thousand-a-Tear

Jslghn thesame thing before the alrship,
perhaps, or the alim, graceful, pollghed
yacht or the  pure-blooded  Arablan
Nhorde, which DMadape ITi0Ly-Thousand,
who has an educated toacts In sports,
would dearly love, i

—Anne O'Hagan, in New Ldsa Woman's

Magazine

For the Green Indlu I"pddist,

+Fov & nearsby 'Green India” raddist,
who had been yery generous with hep
roden In thelr segsan, aho plekad up

cdin n Chineso sliop dn. odd, slab-elded

sandwich plate—{o tho delighit of tha
1L waa dn the vlohly colornd
enamaly of thut Oriéntal ware,

_'\\"Ith_ slight vaviations, these plates
wera: all. (lllad allke. On them' was
fivst placed o lace paper dally awith u
Tally (deslgnd Thon she put gllees of
lep fraft, pound and orange cale; 1he
spaced filled In with Jumbles anditiny.
crlep singersnaps: wille ‘thel ton wig
doegitid awith sbuffed dalds,garainels
ndren of | walnuts tafy
pipe ha'adﬂ
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Woman's Bank

[

A bank run by women for fwomen

has been opened in London, 1t s &
branch of Farrow's Bank. Blen ate
excluded from being depesitors, and

the only man around tho place !5 &
messengor.  Miss May Bateman, the
manager, has done newspaper work
ny o war correspondent in South Africa;
and’ has written several novels, 8ho
savs Lhat the bank has opsned with
nearly 500 clients, and that there ls a
prospect that women of all classep
who have money to handle will patron-
ige 1t. Bha helleves il to be an unusual
opportunity for swomen to lsarn busl.
ness methods. It {8 doubiful If such
an (mstitution would be populay In the
Unlted Hiates. The bpat banks here
have mude it easy for womaen {o Qo
busineas. They have thelr own walt-
ing rvooms and attendants, and thelr
patronage 18 degired, Hul thet sugh an
institution will bo welcomed by Mng-
1sh women' it 18 easy to belleve, It
1s charaoterisiia of them ta hive pul
an intercsiing #s Well oa o capable
womnn at the head ef their new ven-
ture. ) "

PATENTS S el
tor FREE SEARCH, =
Huooks, ‘Advice, &

Opened in London|

ered coursaof anxiaties and cares, 13

Jtwo, A beputitul Awoman mby. exeltp

A
| ElRn

The Woman of Common Sense

Comf orﬁable

In the wear and tear of everyday well to hls comfert and guards iha in-
ife, with It ups and downs, it check- | terests which he commits to her care.
Hor husband's heapt and ming can
vest saloely 10 the knowledge that com-
non sense—the most unsommoen In the
unlversa—will Kaep hls wile trom ex-

Joys and happlness, the womuan wha
possesges apd exercisos the. lnvalubla
EIlL knowi ds- conmon senge s cers
tainly o mest comfor{able womnan to
Hyve with, ! travagances of sposcll or condupct; that
For s6 much unvominion, sense 1s [ ol matterd swhere It 8 necessary
belng put into nla¥, 80 much yehich 12| 10% her to mpke a declslon or express
outslde of the sphera 'of sene nermal-|&Nn apinion her action or expression will
Ity anpd ordinary experience, that to|Dbo governed by moderitlon end pru-
fall \back upon' common senhge tand- | REMCE
aTds and 1d6as 18 extreinely rastful ang| COmnon sonse saves & Woman tron
retrashing. ] = J tollowling tie eccentrio whims and fads
This'ls 0ne reason Why men so often Of foshion, and enablea her tol peallzg
¢hogss ng thelt wives women Wwho are ipstinctively what ls appropriata tor
fi no sense remarkably for byilanocy, | ler in 8o far sg the epparellny of her.
o Wit, on aven benuty, A brilllant ahg|s#eld 18 cohserned, !
witty meniber of Lhe feminine sex may| Bhe ils gl women  whodo opinlon is
bezulle & mans fancy for an nour of sought, because It 18 dlways Bura 1o
ho. worth having. 8he inyites ‘confi-
depen uneanseiously thraugh her ghear-
tul Eympattetic outlools and herithor-
ouglily well-balanced attitude, 0
In shott, and. agaln, the woman of
common  sense  radlaves ceomtortphie-
noss, the*atrmosphers around and aboud
War i5 . full of It andputy all easo=
glited with ber at ense und at their
nbwipd's time, every | Bedk i Esfginy
T ar pieanen fa) o

his admiration, but 1niw 1fs compin:
lon,. hls fvealdo’ presiding deity and
the liead of hls househpld, he deslres
pomelhing more and whsily different.
The  woman Who poEgesses  cominen
sense 18 MO AN eXactng woman, = Hng
i5. top practical o (be Jealoug,’ or to
Birogate 48 hep AAnallenablo right oyery

1 mel

A BOLL,

[Sveudantul footbill
Nltels Jare awild abount

to Live With

Some of us in lesing tt have noiping
laft: or at least We madf & vely poor
exchange,

Tt 13 diMcult-to see just svhat davy
Eead 10 her beay, fha wears roseate
glasgen, ond shoe sees lhings ln o rosy
Hght, and she makes o comparisons,
Of courge; Weo Erown-upa make com-
parizens, Lite drove the rorance out
of ms with o good many hapd kpooks,
and we ges things differently, It 18
futile to try to have DMary sog her
begy a5 we see hlin. Mary can eva
WARYE A4 rOMEAENCE ground an oveycoat

It has to be o fine, blg overdoat so
thit hecan opei 10 tullout, and almost
enfold ler 11 1t AWhit o suggestion
of protection it gmlves lo hall It 18
not diffieult for Mapy to bulld g hero
into aun overcont, Whatl not (F it nave
warnl, velvet-lined poclket In
ithe slesvas?

0, I wag young once yselft
Xt fg onpt difficult to make @ lisro out
Of i man who hes o ceetain rlppling
Wwave in hig hale,  But let mo not soem
persongl,  Jack  lgd Just sueh halr,
but 1 dopll aesn him, And Jaek 18l
play e Al kha
Il AT ol
Who would
wlha doesn't
haghit the

urge hu seleptod Moy
ot Our nelecless Ma
oW her, gwn value

Holiday Gift of

Home-Made Goodies

A gracious hoememaker of the tineat

type, Uving in a suburh, hag revived i
gustom that ler mother practiced many
years ano i & Loy wlere every one
one elsc; and swhere to be
nelghibors meant movs than Mving next
door to 4 person whoess noma yol might

Knew every

not know,

To euch ot several faipilles 1ving
near, shy gent, last Chrlstmas morning,
rlght after breakfast, a plate dlled with
aking ullae
funily

“goodiea of lier own
reelpes thitk hiad been In
for generations,

her

Hunowing something of the fads and
this so-
clable woman flrst procesdad to And
platas whielh would have somae mein-
raciplenta,
Thage, she knew, must be of an lnsx-
penzive kind to Le ln good taste and

tancles of these neighbors,

ing apd Interest for the

to express her mere good-will
Apuprojirinte Plates,

Top the naightor who was theregent
of o chapter ot the DAL B she select-
Baffordshire pletae

ed an Mold blus"
showing the  ploture;
wha Splelt of T
VWikd b Hutiv
old prints, s
bon b Lves
{TARYS 10 B

by Willard,
for

Nothipg, sha thougliti could be nloru
angug ek
romance sha felt
avchian dplsrest, i gl 6ty o

approprigte. toe. the  newly

nelghbor b whods

test sueplclon of

| ALl

11 und l*r_l&{:ll.m'-' pletes,

The Christmas Gifts
| That Make for
Children’s Pleasures

A number of Christmas gites for chils
dren this year are caloulated to glve
them profit with pleasure, and Lo Hetve
4 hetter purpese’ than a few hours'
amusement,

These glfls wre caloulated to drouse
an dnterest in arts and crafis work
of varlous Ikinds and develop ine¢hani
citl skill and tantes in tho child,

There are painting bookd for childien
fu Mowers, Iandsciapes, pust cards, texts
and mottoes, There are. books sboul
Dally Darling and her pretty clothes.
showing the 1itile dell mother liow
{hesa should be cut and made; theo
there iz a whole model nienagerio In
3 book which Lias {4 pages arranged
as cages and has animaly appearing he-
hind the bars  Flrst-rute storles ac-
company the pletured and givean at-
count of the habits of tho wvarlous
anlmals i ’
There ars dalnty littls work boses
with bodlin and thimble snd gclsaord
and emery hag, ambroldery negdlss
and floss and, beat of all, 4 grand-

=titch started, and the
the

worked in croass
plaineet of directions as to how
worle must be carried on.
tired of play can heguils many houra
beslde the fire
swork grow undep their fngers and
tialting usaful lessons in the womanly,
art of needlowork. f

Bead work is altogether fascinat«
ing, and nothing can bo more accepl-
able In the way of Christmas presents
than an arts and crafta box, which {8

fillad  with {mplkments  for vyarioua
Kindg of work adenrately Allustratad.
Thig box in werltable treasurs trove

for little peepla and promises. enougl
11 the way of diversion Lo last through-
out tho wholo wyaar,

Then thera 18 the slmplax typewriter
on which a delighted littla owner can

indite lotters to wll dear friends at will
Childron operating it aro ubsorbed for
hourd and (b f2 one of the best thingn
to deyvelop Lhe clevernecss and ingenulty
af girly and boys who have a mechan!-
cul turn of mind.

tions, thero In a wonderful trolley car
palnted white with blue sides, hay

ing doors at efther ond. And best of
g1l there Is 4 trolley overhead, ;

Arnother mechanleal toy In which o
small hoy will take delighty 18 a milk
wagon, with six bright tin gans, thres
an o uide, {0 an open wegon body hay-

ing lztticed uiden. The horse which
draws thls wagon has all of tho ap-
propriate harnedo.

Novelly boxes contaln sories of cutd
out figures made to stand. Unlike ordi-

inte small boxes, though when' open-

wd out they wlll cover the nusery
table. Among these boxes are the
Motar Car, Afodel farm, Qireus, Mlowser

Garden’ and Idollla Pluy Box.

Polnaettia Cotilllon. | .

The invitailons ars _is:mecl on cards
decorated with polnselttins stating the
day and hour of the cotillion, with
s“Faney Dress Cotlllton' lettéred he-
newth,

As  this flower Is yvery expeusive,
thoge possessing clever minds to de-
sign and deft fingers Lo execute, can
at w very small outlay of funds, Onl-
taty naturg’s - handiwork a&nd = muke
mas=ges of tho scarlet blossoms frond
arepn paper; with the paper poinsattins
combline holly, cedarand ferns, profuse-
1y decorating all of the rooms used
for entertalning,
bawls and swinging bouguets frem tha
ceiling tled with fluffy gauze bowa. In
wddition to these have row after rowof .
red paper Christmasg: bells across “the

shades stamped with polnscttia ploa-|
HSoms,
Serve punch from a colonial T.a;hle.I
the top und legs of it covered with
vy, codar and holly, with an:!mpenss,
punch bowl In the cenire wreathed |
with polnsettlas, and a gause® scart
tled around the top with flowing ends.
Tha ball room: should he wvery Say
with bright lights, flowers and Christ-
mnpsa decorations, An immense bunch

strips of bunting aro stretched logse- |
ly from tho corners of the t:eilln:,—-nqd..

with bells or gilt stars. Programs may
be mada of Iriss Kringle faces, at-|
may consist of bells, horns, atars, tiny b
trees, stuffed holly, berrles” and J:4 080
hats bent and fAlled with poinsottiag, 4
The serving of & wonderful Tom |
Tucker ple will prove an Intercsting
diversion; have an {mmense polnsetiii.|
low. for ths mysterlous cunto’ms-—'a'1
gift for each guest, When the hostesn |
sives tho slgnal, & Santa Claus should
Lring this In-an a sled, with tiny. rib= i
bons protruding from each sllce, fom
cacn Lo draw. : ]
The long table ln the dining reom
15 coversd with a white cloth,"and a
beautifuily decorated Christmas tree
furnlshies en inviting centreplece, Place
the traop on & bed of snow  made of
cotton spriplkléd with diamond dust.
Above i, troin the centro of the cells
irg, suspend a lurge gllt star, from
wlhich streteh’ pred stredmera to the
tolp corners of the table, abovs which,
ahout two feet from the ceiling, tha
streamers ara attached to basketas of
mosa filled with poinsettla blossoma
and fastened by fine wires to the cell-
ing a0 they will swing obove the head:
of the gie=sts, For place cards use tiny
holly trees ln diminutlve earthen pots,
palnted green or wrappod with green

tered on the pot,
Yogue for Fur Trimming.

Thers isadecided vogus for fur trim-
mlngy on coats and sults, not only in
the wiy pf collars, rovers and cuffs, but
also Inoluding bands on the edges of
the garment. Smort separate coals of
kergey and brogdeloth ars so adorned,
wlills Lhe Ttugsian blouse costume |6
natnrally  sulted  for  furr trimming.

end skunk are used to emphagize the
Ines of the Russlan typs of garment
Fur trimming {g very striking on tha
fankionuhle sults fvith thelr gtralght,
scant skirts and short coats, 'The fur
bands und revers relleve the asverity
of tha eostiume, and such trlmming I8
wall udapted to the modish sultings of
choviol, twesd and troadelath, while
it Iy especlally effective with the fush-

of | yovs, so popular just now fop dresay
the aue who
of the Hub, and doted on
o found one stampged, M Bok-
" depleting the primitive

FWell. b

Among the moveliiea of the season
wre. tho combination setg of fur and
velvet, which are having » good deal
of vogue,  Bhawl eollprs of velvat sre
edged  with fur, cand gorrespoudine
mufiy ave ghaintly tushioned with'tha
aanitre vint of tur and lnished at eiih
wr ond with buge faving rushes ofxe
nsl it e ey

mother's sampler, with w motto to ba =

Little girlo ;

seaing thelr samplec’”

learn the alphabet, fingér the keys end |

For o oy wlio has electrical aspira- .

lengthwles bench seats, and real slid- .

| fary tove, thesa pock compactly away -

arranging them' ip

hall, *ball room and dining room; pov.'
¢r the light globes with "crepa paper

ol mistletos should hang from thoicen- .
tre of the celling, while red and 'green .

axtend partly dewn the sides, ending "

tached to’ Christmas ribbon, the fayors

for the top crust, leaving the spaca be- 1

buper, with the names of the suest let-

Bands of astraklion caracul, mple skin *

lonable volyets, velvateans and cordits =

A B ey S ]




